








“She looked at me and cried and said,
‘What have | turned you into?"”

Susi's son, Chris, sold Chiclets on the street as a young boy and only attended
school for a few months when he was seven or eight. "We were under pressure
and didn't have many choices, he said. | didn't have a childhood”

Chris took many drugs before his teens and, unbeknownst to Susi, used heroin
from age 15 to age 20. When Chiris told her later about his heroin use and other
“bad things"he had done, she had trouble believing him. “She looked at me and
cried and said, ‘What have | turned you into?”

Chris and his girlfriend had a baby in January 2015. He was 27 and had been
off all drugs for one year. *I want to be a different person, a normal person,” he
said. He had a close—if sometimes combative—relationship with Susi. "Despite
everything, she's a good mother. If you always think about the past, you'll never
move forward”




